CMC BSP Session 9
Group Time Discussion

May 27, 2005

Group Time Sharing Questions

QUESTION 1:

Read Matthew 12:43-45 and Matthew 23:37-38. There is a house in both Mt. 12:44 and Mt.
24:38, both stand for the Temple of Jerusalem. What do these passages suggest about the way
in which the corrupted worship in the Temple (the center of opposition to the new
covenant), and the destruction of that Temple is related to Revelation 18:1-2?

HINTS:
See the person’s body in Mt 12:43 as the house or Temple
See a relationship between the cleaning of the person’s body and Jesus’ cleaning of the

Temple

See the dwelling of 7 evil spirits in the person’s body as the evil dwelling in the Temple at

Jesus’ time
See Revelation 18:1-2 as the end result
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disgusting (beast).
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QUESTION 2:

A heavenly voice says, “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share
in her plagues.” (Rev 18:4)
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What was the Church in the first century being called out of? What are we “called out of”
today?

QUESTION 3:

Curiously, Revelation 19:7 tells us “his Bride has made herself ready.” Recognizing that apart

from Jesus we can do nothing (John 15:5), how do we as the members of the Bride, “make
ourselves ready” for the marriage supper of the Lamb?
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Web links

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/ _INDEX.HTM
http://www.catholic.org.tw/bible/index.htm
http://www.cathlinks.org/ccc-toc.htm
http://www.christusrex.org/www1/CDHN/ccc.html
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ANSWERS FOR BSP 9 GROUP TIME QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1:

e A person’s body is the temple or house of God (1 Cor 6:19)

e The possessed man’s body is therefore the Jerusalem temple, the house of God

e It’s cleansed in the sense that Jesus’ saving grace has arrived. Jesus also literally cleansed
the temple (Luke 19:45)

e The cleansing, however, doesn’t help Jerusalem because it’s ruled by evil leaders
spiritually and politically.

e The future condition of that person (the Jerusalem temple) will be therefore worse than
before. Jesus is referring to its future destruction.

e Destruction of Jerusalem - the falling “Babylon” or haunted “house” that is inhabited by
demons - is clearly the prediction of Revelation 18:1-2.

QUESTION 2:

e The bible sees the temple as a microcosm of the whole earthly reality. Therefore, the
destruction of Jerusalem also has its eschatological meaning, i.e. the Last Judgment

e Asaresult, encourage your group members to relate the sinfulness of Jerusalem with the
sinfulness of the world we live in.

e “Do not conform yourself to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.”
(Romans 12:2)

e With this in mind, encourage your group members to suggest things about this world that
we should not conform ourselves to.

QUESTION 3:

¢ Note that in Revelation 19, Jesus’ bride is proclaimed “ready” and “she was allowed to
wear a bright, clean linen garment”, which “represents the righteous deeds of the holy
ones.)

e Ask your group members whether they have their “clean linen garments” or righteous
deeds ready for the marriage feast of the Lamb.

e How can they get their clean linen garments ready?

BSP#9 Group Time Discussion A9/5



