CMC BSP Session 5
Group Time Discussion
January 28, 2004

Group Time Sharing Questions

QUESTION 1:

In 66 A.D., Roman army under the command of Cestius invaded Palestine. They were garrisoned
near the Euphrates. This Roman invasion was the background of Revelation 9. However, John
describes the events of Revelation 9, not in terms of politics but in terms of spiritual reality.
Thus, the invading army is unleashed, not by political unrest, but by the unbinding of the four
angels who were bound at the River Euphrates (9:14). Likewise, the invading army is seen to be
led, not by Cestius or Caesar, but by the destroying angel Abaddon or Apollyon (Rev 9:11). In
antiquity, both Christians and Jews saw angelic powers as having charge over a great deal of life.
How is this view different than the modern outlook? What have we lost in losing this view?

QUESTION 2:

Compare Deuteronomy 20:19-20 and Revelation 9:4. What similarities do you find? What is the
reason for the similarities?

QUESTION 3:

Hebrews 8:13 teaches (and, for the early Church, the destruction of the Temple confirmed) that
the new covenant made the Mosaic covenant “obsolete.” Yet, Nostra Aetate, or the Declaration
on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions from Vatican II, says: “God holds the
Jews most dear for the sake of their Fathers; He does not repent of the gifts He makes or of the
calls He issues — such is the witness of the Apostle (Rom 11:28-29).” How do we as Catholics
reconcile the Catholic belief in the “obsolescence” of the old covenant with the Catholic teaching
that God has not repented of his gifts and call to the Jewish people?

Web links
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/ INDEX.HTM
http://www.catholic.org.tw/bible/index.htm
http://www.cathlinks.org/ccc-toc.htm
http://www.christusrex.org/www1/CDHN/ccc.html
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Ql In 66 A.D., Roman army under the command of Cestius invaded Palestine. They were garrisoned
near the Euphrates (4)54¥). This Roman invasion was the background of Revelation 9. However,
John describes the events of Revelation 9, not in terms of politics but in terms of spiritual reality.
Thus, the invading army is unleashed, not by political unrest, but by the unbinding of the four
angels who were bound at the River Euphrates (9:14). Likewise, the invading army is seen to be
led, not by Cestius or Caesar, but by the destroying angel Abaddon (== %) or Apollyon

(7 4k )(Rev 9:11). In antiquity (f; ) both Christians and Jews saw angelic powers as having
charge over a great deal of life. How is this view different than the modern outlook? What
have we lost in losing this view?

Rev 9:14 Note: [14-15] The four angels: they are symbolic of the destructive activity that will be extended throughout the
universe.

Rev 9:11 Note: [11] Abaddon: Hebrew (more precisely, Aramaic) for destruction or ruin. Apollyon: Greek for the "Destroyer."

GOALS: (1) To provide the historical background underlying Revelation 9. (2) To help you
appreciate the scriptural authors’ belief that through the angels God plays an active role in
everything we do without at the same time jeopardizing our freewill.

FACILITATORS: Discussion of this question can go in many different directions. Try to help

your group to focus on the following points:

= Understand the historical background underlying Revelation 9 using historical information
given in the question.

= Due to the influence of science in the last 4-5 centuries, the modern world tends to see only
the visible things and accept only empirical evidences and scientific explanations.

= ]t is important to understand that underlying the visible reality, invisible forces are at work.

* From our humdrum and ordinary daily routines to the Roman invasion of the Palestine in 66
A.D. and the war in Iraq today, God’s invisible hand, which we call “divine providence”, is
actively guiding us, leading his creation toward an ultimate perfection yet to be attained (cf.
CCC 302).

* God often does so through invisible, heavenly beings that we call “angels”. He also does so
through our prayers and worship, i.e. the concept of Church Militant.

* Almighty that God is, he alone knows how to guide his creatures without at the same time
jeopardizing their freedom.

* In respecting our freedom, he will not interfere even if the exercising of our freewill results
in moral evil, e.g. the war in Iraq. “He permits (moral evil), however, because he respects the
freedom of his creatures and, mysteriously, knows how to derive good from it.” (CCC 311)
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reason for the similarities?

Compare Deuteronomy 20:19-20 and Revelation 9:4. What similarities do you find? What is the

Deut. ¥ "When you are at war with a city and have to lay siege to 3“; TS — e by > Sl 2 & el ]l;Hfl > fay
HIFAJ,%EI it for a long time before you capture it, you shall not fELE EFIU" REIEUER ;éjj\ o I JpZAsT FFI J%J—J ,
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siegeworks with which to reduce the city that is resisting
you.
Rev 9:4 * They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any I

plant or any tree, but only those people who did not have
the seal of God on their foreheads.
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GOAL: To help you understand the O.T. background for a strange and puzzling Revelation
passage.

FACILITATORS: Help your group members understand the following points:

Revelation 9:4 is rooted in Deuteronomy 20:19-20.

Similarities include: Both passages are concerned with the invasion of an army — the army of
Israel and the army of Rome; both passages require that certain natural growth of nature, i.e.
trees, grass, etc., be exempted from military destruction.

In Deuteronomy 20:19-20, the trees are not to be destroyed because, unlike the residents of
the city being invaded who oppose God, they’ve done no evil. In Revelation, the same idea is
upheld but the protection is extended to those men who had the seal of God on their

foreheads.

This is an allusion to the importance of baptism, which is rooted in Ezekiel 9.
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Hebrews 8:13 teaches (and, for the early Church, the destruction of the Temple confirmed) that the
new covenant made the Mosaic covenant “obsolete.” Yet, Nostra Aetate, or the Declaration on the
Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions from Vatican II, says: “God holds the Jews
most dear for the sake of their Fathers; He does not repent of the gifts He makes or of the calls He
issues — such is the witness of the Apostle (Rom 11:28-29).” How do we as Catholics reconcile
the Catholic belief in the “obsolescence” of the old covenant with the Catholic teaching that
God has not repented of his gifts and call to the Jewish people?

Hebrews
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old is close to disappearing.
Note:

[13]Close to disappearing: from the prophet's perspective, not that of the author of Hebrews.

Romans
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Note:

[25-29] In God's design, Israel's unbelief is being used to grant the light of faith to the Gentiles. Meanwhile, Israel
remains dear to God (cf Romans 9:13), still the object of special providence, the mystery of which will one day be

revealed.

GOAL: To achieve a proper understanding of the key theological concept underlying the Book
of Revelation: the Old Order, as represented by the city of Jerusalem, must be destroyed; to be
replaced by the New Order, i.e. the New Jerusalem, the Church.

FACILITATORS: Explain to your group members that this is how they should approach this
question:

Understand that this is a quite difficult theological concept.

Although it is difficult, it is also one of the most important concepts that must be properly

understood in order to understand the bible well.

Important concepts such as this are to be understood gradually and not to be ignored just

because they are difficult. Introducing and explaining this concept many times using different
biblical passages and from different perspectives is the best way to build our understanding.

There are many good bible passages that support the Vatican II position referred to in the
question. Due to time constraint and to avoid any risk of “work overload”, we suggest that
your group reflect on only Romans 11:11-18 this time.

According to Romans 11:11-18, is the Old Order, i.e. the O.T. people, the old covenant, the
O.T. Law, etc., “useless”? Is it to be discarded?

No, there is a strong continuity and inter-relatedness between the Old and the New.
Understand that “obsolescence” doesn’t mean the Old Order is useless, unnecessary, or
harmful. It’s just that the time has come for the Old Order to be transformed into the New.
Without the Old Order, there is no New Order.

It is, therefore, silly — it’s a lack of understanding of the Scripture — for some TV evangelists
to use all their political might to raise funds to “rebuild” the City of Jerusalem, thinking that
the “New Jerusalem” is to be achieved this way. Therefore, the bloodshed in the Middle East,

in as far as laying claim to the ownership of Jerusalem, is equally foolhardy from a

theological perspective.
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Note:

[11-15] The unbelief of the Jews has paved the way for the preaching of the gospel to the Gentiles and for their easier
acceptance of it outside the context of Jewish culture. Through his mission to the Gentiles Paul also hopes to fill his
fellow Jews with jealousy. Hence he hastens to fill the entire Mediterranean world with the gospel. Once all the
Gentile nations have heard the gospel, Israel as a whole is expected to embrace it. This will be tantamount to
resurrection of the dead, that is, the reappearance of Jesus Christ with all the believers at the end of time.

[16-24] Israel remains holy in the eyes of God and stands as a witness to the faith described in the Old Testament
because of the firstfruits (or the first piece baked) (Romans 11:16), that is, the converted remnant, and the root that is
holy, that is, the patriarchs (Romans 11:16). The Jews' failure to believe in Christ is a warning to Gentile Christians to
be on guard against any semblance of anti-Jewish arrogance, that is, failure to recognize their total dependence on
divine grace.
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