CMC BSP Session 4
Group Time Discussion
December 17, 2004

Group Time Sharing Questions

QUESTION ONE:

Read CCC #1121. What does the Church have to say about the imagery of “seals” in relationship
to the sacraments? How does this Church teaching relate to the Scripture? (Read 2 Corinthians
1:22)

How does the seal of the living God that is made upon the foreheads of the servants of God in

Revelation 7:3 relate to Ezekiel 9:1-7 and to the liturgical Sign of the Cross that accompanies
every baptism?

QUESTION TWO:

Read Numbers 10:1-10 and Joshua 6:1-20. What is the purpose of trumpets in the life of Israel?
If the blowing of trumpets preceded the downfall of the city of Jericho, what did the blowing of
the 7 trumpets in Revelation 8-11 precede?

PERSONAL REFLECTION:

Revelation 8:4 tells us “the smoke of the incense rose with the prayers of the saints from the
hand of the angel before God.” How does it affect your prayer life to know that all your prayers
are included in that incense? How does this realization affect the way you see the liturgical use
of incense in the Mass?
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Note: [4] Ezekiel is pre-eminently the prophet of personal retribution; the innocent inhabitants of Jerusalem are to be
spared when the idolatrous are punished. An X: literally, the Hebrew letter taw, which had the form of a cross.
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Read Numbers 10:1-10 and Joshua 6:1-20. What is the purpose of trumpets in the life of Israel? If
the blowing of trumpets preceded the downfall of the city of Jericho, what did the blowing of the 7

trumpets in Revelation 8-11 precede?
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descendants. > When in your own land you go to war
against an enemy that is attacking you, you shall sound the
alarm on the trumpets, and the LORD, your God, will
remember you and save you from your foes. '° On your
days of celebration, your festivals, and your new-moon
feasts, you shall blow the trumpets over your holocausts
and your peace offerings; this will serve as a reminder of
you before your God. I, the LORD, am your God."
Note: [10] Days of celebration: special holidays, such as the occasion of a victory. Festivals: the great annual feasts of
the Passover, Pentecost and Booths described in Lev 23; Numbers 28-29.
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and its king into your power. * Have all the soldiers circle
the city, marching once around it. Do this for six days, 4
with seven priests carrying ram's horns ahead of the ark. On
the seventh day march around the city seven times, and
have the priests blow the horns. > When they give a long
blast on the ram's horns and you hear that signal, all the
people shall shout aloud. The wall of the city will collapse,
and they will be able to make a frontal attack."

% Summoning the priests, Joshua, son of Nun, then ordered
them to take up the ark of the covenant with seven of the
priests carrying ram's horns in front of the ark of the LORD.
’ And he ordered the people to proceed in a circle around
the city, with the picked troops marching ahead of the ark
of the LORD. ® At this order they proceeded, with the seven
priests who carried the ram's horns before the LORD
blowing their horns, and the ark of the covenant of the
LORD following them. ° In front of the priests with the
horns marched the picked troops; the rear guard followed
the ark, and the blowing of horns was kept up continually as
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they marched. '° But the people had been commanded by
Joshua not to shout or make any noise or outcry until he
gave the word: only then were they to shout. '' So he had
the ark of the LORD circle the city, going once around it,
after which they returned to camp for the night. 2 Early the
next morning, Joshua had the priests take up the ark of the
LORD. " The seven priests bearing the ram's horns
marched in front of the ark of the LORD, blowing their
horns. Ahead of these marched the picked troops, while the
rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, and the blowing
of horns was kept up continually.

'* On this second day they again marched around the city
once before returning to camp; and for six days in all they
did the same. '° On the seventh day, beginning at daybreak,
they marched around the city seven times in the same
manner; on that day only did they march around the city
seven times. '® The seventh time around, the priests blew
the horns and Joshua said to the people, "Now shout, for the
LORD has given you the city 17 and everything in it. It is
under the LORD'S ban. Only the harlot Rahab and all who
are in the house with her are to be spared, because she hid
the messengers we sent. '® But be careful not to take, in
your greed, anything that is under the ban; else you will
bring upon the camp of Israel this ban and the misery of it.
19 All silver and gold, and the articles of bronze or iron, are
sacred to the LORD. They shall be put in the treasury of the
LORD."

2% As the horns blew, the people began to shout. When they
heard the signal horn, they raised a tremendous shout. The
wall collapsed, and the people stormed the city in a frontal
attack and took it.
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[18] That is under the ban: that is doomed to destruction; see notes on Lev 27:29; Numbers 18:14; 21:3.
[20] The wall collapsed: by the miraculous intervention of God. The blowing of the horns and the shouting of the
people were a customary feature of ancient warfare, here intended by God as a test of the people's obedience and of

their faith in his promise; cf Hebrews 11:30.

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/ INDEX.HTM
http://www.catholic.org.tw/bible/index.htm

http://www.cathlinks.org/ccc-toc.htm
http://www.christusrex.org/www1/CDHN/ccc.html
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ANSWERS:

QUESTION ONE:

The three sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders confer on our souls a
sacramental character or seal that remains forever as a disposition for grace, a guarantee of
divine protection, and a vocation to service (priesthood).

This teaching is supported by St. Paul, who says in 2 Cor 1:21, “[God] has put his seal upon us
and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.”

The seal of the living God in Rev 7:3 relates to Ezekiel 9:1-7 in two ways: (a) The faithful sealed
with the mark in Ezekiel 9:4 — “mark™ means “tau” in Hebrew, which is the same word as the
letter “T”, i.e. a cross (B4/2) — were given God’s special protection in the destruction of
Jerusalem in both 587 A.D. and 70 A.D. (b) The faithful of the Church, i.e. us, are similarly
protected and guaranteed for God’s special grace.

Therefore, we should remember this teaching every time we make the Sign of the Cross.

QUESTION TWO (Ref: B4/5):

Trumpets are instruments of warning and judgment. They have three primary arenas of use:
worship, warfare, and warning. As Ezekiel 33:11-16 and Joel 2 shows, trumpets were also used
as symbols of warning and as a call to repentance for the people of the covenant.

The blowing of trumpets preceded the downfall of the city of Jericho, which represented the evil
forces that stood in the way of God’s people. The blowing of trumpets in Revelation 8, therefore,
was a warning that preceded the downfall of the city of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., which stood in
God’s way by harboring evil political and religious leaders and persecuting the Christians in
alliance with Rome.
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