CMC BSP Session 3
Group Time Discussion
November 26, 2004

Group Time Sharing Questions

QUESTION ONE: John weeps because “no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was
able to open the scroll or to look into it” (5:3). Why is no creature “worthy” to do so?

Hints for answering this question:

What does the scroll resemble? (Read Ex. 32:15)

What does the document in Ex. 32:15 represent?

What do you think the scroll represent?

Now read John 4:25 and Matthew 13:35.

If the New is hidden in the Old, who do you think is capable of revealing the New? Why?
What did this person do that allowed him to enter into or reveal the scroll?
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QUESTION TWO: Read Leviticus 26:3-5, 21-26. To what blessings and curses does Israel bind
itself in the oath that seals the Mosaic covenant? Do you see any relationship between the
binding curses of the Mosaic covenant and the affliction and calamities of the 7 seals, the 7
trumpets, and the 7 bowls?

PERSONAL REFLECTION: As the heavenly liturgy continues to unfold in Revelation 4, the
chapter begins with the command “Come up hither!” In other words, God pulls John up to
heaven rather than stooping down to John. What does this signify about the nature of our
participation in the liturgy? Also, John tells us he was “in the Spirit”. We are “in the Spirit” if we
are in a state of grace. What does the realization of this do to our perception of our participation
in an ordinary mass? Where are we when we are celebrating mass according to Scripture and
CCC #1136?
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Ql John weeps because “no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or
to look into it” (5:3). Why is no creature “worthy” to do so?
Hints for answering this question:
1. What does the scroll resemble? (Read Ex. 32:15)
2. What does the document in Ex. 32:15 represent?
3. What do you think the scroll represent?
4. Now read John 4:25 and Matthew 13:35.
5. If the New is hidden in the Old, who do you think is capable of revealing the New? Why?
6. What did this person do that allowed him to enter into or reveal the scroll?
Rev 5:3 | ° But no one in heaven or on earth or under the [Eﬂ ) -Erm = e MLl FM*HT ) 1SE
earth was able to open the scroll or to examine it. - flige ﬂ[;;f IO RRE: JFJ SRR Y .
Ex. " Moses then turned and came down the P EEEE ) [ [ H I;% i fFJ, %lif’? &l
32:15 mountain with the two tablets of the T e | T
commandments in his hands, tablets that were ]} ?B JP ]} ?B
written on both sides, front and back;
John > The woman said to him, "I know that the BpE A gy TR i[l Aﬁg’kﬁ @ —d [ ﬁlf‘—
4:25 Messiah is coming, the one called the Anointed; I s Bp— 07 : G - = o
when he comes, he will tell us everything." F FIf
Note: [25] The expectations of the Samaritans are expressed here in Jewish terminology. They did
not expect a messianic king of the house of David but a prophet like Moses (Deut 18:15).
Matthew | > to fulfill what had been said through the P SRR A SpuE  TESRIBHL
13:35 prophet: "I will open my mouth in parables, [ will | 53k H'J et il F < J[g_@%g]; ° ]

announce what has lain hidden from the

foundation (of the world)."

Note: [35] The prophet: some textual witnesses read "Isaiah the prophet." The quotation is actually
from Psalm 78:2; the first line corresponds to the LXX text of the psalm. The psalm's title ascribes
it to Asaph, the founder of one of the guilds of temple musicians. He is called "the prophet" (NAB
"the seer") in 2 Chron 29:30 but it is doubtful that Matthew averted to that; for him, any Old
Testament text that could be seen as fulfilled in Jesus was prophetic.
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Q2

Read Leviticus 26:3-5, 21-26. To what blessings and curses does Israel bind itself in the oath that
seals the Mosaic covenant? Do you see any relationship between the binding curses of the Mosaic
covenant and the affliction and calamities of the 7 seals, the 7 trumpets, and the 7 bowls?

Leviticu
s 26:3-5

* "If you live in accordance with my precepts and
are careful to observe my commandments, * T will
give you rain in due season, so that the land will
bear its crops, and the trees their fruit; > your
threshing will last till vintage time, and your
vintage till the time for sowing, and you will have
food to eat in abundance, so that you may dwell
securely in your land.
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Note: [3-45] Since God's covenant was with the Israelite nation as a whole, these promises and
threats are made primarily to the entire community. The rewards and punishments are of a
temporal nature because the community as such exists only here on earth, not in the hereafter.

Leviticu
§26:21-
26

! "If then you become defiant in your
unwillingness to obey me, I will multiply my
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blows another sevenfold, as your sins deserve. |

will unleash the wild beasts against you, to rob
you of your children and wipe out your livestock,
till your population dwindles away and your
roads become deserted. % "If, with all this, you
still refuse to be chastened by me and continue to
defy me, ** I, too, will defy you and will smite
you for your sins seven times harder than before.
I will make the sword, the avenger of my
covenant, sweep over you. Though you then
huddle together in your walled cities, I will send
in pestilence among you, till you are forced to
surrender to the enemy. *° And as I cut off your
supply of bread, ten women will need but one
oven for baking all the bread they dole out to you
in rations - not enough food to still your hunger.
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http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/ INDEX.HTM

http://www.catholic.org.tw/bible/index.htm

http://www.cathlinks.org/ccc-toc.htm

http://www.christusrex.org/www1/CDHN/ccc.html
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ANSWERS:

QUESTION ONE (answer summarized from B3/6 of handout):

Like the Ten Commandments, the scroll has writing on both sides (see Exodus 32:15). Therefore
the scroll symbolizes the Old Covenant, which can only be “revealed” or entered into by Jesus.

This is why John 4:25 says when Jesus comes “he will show us all things”. Similarly, Matthew
13:35 says, he “will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world”.

Jesus opens the scroll in the sense that he “cracks open” the secrets of the New Testament that
are hidden in the Old Testament. This is exactly what he does on the Emmaus Road when
“beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself”. (Luke 24:27)

Jesus also opens the scroll and fulfills the Old Covenant by virtue of his death and resurrection,
which nobody else can do.

QUESTION TWO (answer summarized from B3/8 of handout):

The readings from Leviticus 26 indicate that by entering into a covenant with the Israelites, God
promises both blessings and curses. If they observe God’s commandment, they will receive great
blessings. If they don’t, God will chastise them sevenfold for their sins. The affliction and
calamities of the seven seals, 7 trumpets, and 7 bowls reflect the promised sevenfold
punishments for Jerusalem. The opening of the seals let loose conquest and sword, famine, death,
beasts and pestilence (Rev 6:4-8) — same as the punishments promised in Lev 26:22-29.
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