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Christ, high priest and unique mediator, has made of the Church “a kingdom,
priests for his God and Father.” The whole community of believers is, as such,
priestly. The faithful exercise their baptismal priesthood through their
participation, each according to his own vocation, in Christ’s mission as priest,
prophet and king. Through the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation the
faithful are “consecrated to be...a holy priesthood.” (CCC 1546)
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Each day you hear, “lift up your hearts” but you sink it deeper and deeper into this
world. (St. Augustine Day By Day, August 2)

The Book of Revelation of St. John, read in the Church’s liturgy, first reveals to
us, “A throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne”: “the Lord God.” It
then shows the Lamb, “standing, as though it had been slain”: Christ crucified and
risen, the one high priest of the true sanctuary, the same one “who offers and is
offered, who gives and is given...” (CCC 1137)
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Pope John Paul 11 has called the Mass “heaven on earth,” explaining that “the
liturgy we celebrate on earth is a mysterious participation in the heavenly liturgy.”
(S. Hahn, Lamb’s Supper, 1.1.3)
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(V) InRevelation, John the Seer sees the unfolding of the Heavenly Liturgy, which is
similar to the mass liturgy here on earth BECAUSE:

a. Mass is heaven on earth; what we celebrate on earth is a mysterious
participation in the heavenly liturgy — JPII

b. In the earthly liturgy we share in a foretaste of that heavenly liturgy which is
celebrated in the Holy City of Jerusalem toward which we journey as
pilgrims... With all the warriors of the heavenly army we sing a hymn of
glory to the Lord. - CCC 1090
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c. The Revelation... is borne along by the songs of the heavenly liturgy but also
by the intercession of the “witnesses” (martyrs)/ The prophets and the saints,
all those who were slain on earth for their witness to Jesus, the vast throng of
those who, having come through the great tribulation, have gone before us
into the Kingdom, all sing the praise and glory of him who sits on the throne,
and of the Lamb. In communion with them, the Church on earth also sings
these songs with faith in the midst of trial. - CCC 2642
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