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Group Time Sharing Questions

QUESTION ONE: Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church’s teaching on the Second Coming
of Christ (Paragraphs 670, 672, 675, 677). What are some of the differences between the basic
Catholic view of the Second Coming of Christ and those often heard in the media?

QUESTION TWO: Jesus is described with various imagery in Rev 1:13-16. Share your thoughts
triggered by this imagery. (Hint: Compare Rev 1:14-17 with Dan 7:9, 10:5-6; Rev 1:16 with Eph
6:17 and Heb 4:12)

PERSONAL REFLECTION: Read B2/2-4. Which letter of the seven letters speaks most directly
to you today? Why?
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Q1 Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church’s teaching on the Second Coming of Christ (Paragraphs 670, 672, 675,
677). What are some of the differences between the basic Catholic view of the Second Coming of Christ and those
often heard in the media?

CCC 670 | Since the Ascension God's plan has entered into its (E b =g » =2 ﬁhH ET USRS ERE o 25
fulfilment. We are already at "the last hour".[553] "Already | izZfliy T B Ep JEJJEEFJ (- 2:18) 0 TEAT
the final age of the world is with us, and the renewal of the | y| AIEES: HF o ;1\ Z]| ] s e #“LL[ﬂ”*‘ﬂF’!i
world is irrevocably under way; it is even now anticipated E,{ s e AR Euljﬁf ﬁ,4$, PR 25
in a certain real way, for the Church on earth is endowed F‘ . P I j i > B 1] &+ trfi
already with a sanctity that is real but imperfect."[554] F S JFfr  HET 7+“ f‘ i— LAV
Christ's kingdom already manifests its presence through the | - ELE A IHEWLI %rﬁ T BRI
miraculous signs that attend its proclamation by the J7o SR R
Church.[555]

... until all things are subjected to him
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justice, love and peace.[562] According to the Lord, the Tﬁ%‘ﬁ; ! _L,é i Ji;ﬁﬁfz? ;E%‘%E?éﬂljﬁ' f‘: . i
present time is the time of the Spirit and of witness, but also j”‘“y' =i ( F 1] L " e Eﬁ A IE,
a time still marked by "distress” and the trial of evil which | > F1°7 T Jj= [ 7 » IR R st R OB
does not spare the Church[563] and ushers in the struggles | 1k [ IR A TRV 3 -
of the last days. It is a time of waiting and watching.[564]

CCC 675 | Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass o BUET S Fff 0 5 }{“’F;m? [T % 'f' 5
through a final trial that will shake the faith of many T e R o B (2 i ] Wlﬂ SHAE A }L_{ﬁﬁ@L
believers.[573] The persecution that accompanies her 4 Eﬁﬁ,g\»;ﬁﬁgﬁﬁc A T EImRREE | s S
pilgrimage on earth[574] will unveil the "mystery of i %if&,[gﬁ\z%&ﬂﬁgﬁg—fj M (R .J‘-& af VIRIAY
iniquity" in the form of a religious deception offering men * :éﬁﬁ&ﬁ: o | A L ﬁ, i,
an apparent solution to their problems at the price of I 1 i H {_ ﬁf‘* %'Eﬁi - f}ﬁ - ,' o
apostasy from the truth. The supreme religious deception is F"JW THEE R DA TN R R
that of the Antichrist, a pseudo-messianism by which man | [A]<F[*|[EE 1 PR 1R -
glorifies himself in place of God and of his Messiah come
in the flesh.[575]

CCC 677 | The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only

through this final Passover, when she will follow her Lord
in his death and Resurrection.[578] The kingdom will be
fulfilled, then, not by a historic triumph of the Church
through a progressive ascendancy, but only by God's
victory over the final unleashing of evil, which will cause
his Bride to come down from heaven.[579] God's triumph
over the revolt of evil will take the form of the Last
Judgement after the final cosmic upheaval of this passing
world.[580]
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Q2 Jesus is described with various imagery in Rev 1:13-16. Share your thoughts triggered by this imagery. (Hint:
Compare Rev 1:14-17 with Dan 7:9, 10:5-6; Rev 1:16 with th 6 17 and Heb 4:12)
Rev ¥ and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, Ij}g jL il ["EJ If A= pu— b EpEE R A ] firt
1:13-17 wearing an ankle-length robe, with a gold sash around his J 14,%33355;[@3;//5 Fio% Wgﬁ' IESE S
chest. * The hair of his head was as white as white wool or ’i/['{ SERRTEE JE@:JJDLIF} sk DRI 3
as snow, and his eyes were like a fiery flame. ** His feet " Il’i—%’ 95 5 E o T [ 167,
were like polished brass refined in a furnace, and his voice T;; - W% u;, I ?(' I i ! ;EJ
was like the sound of rushing water. “° In his right hand he | I/ 17 FIJE FRE! 5 TSV T IS oA
held seven stars. A sharp two-edged sword came out of his | /> /]~ JP' e L UF' SN
mouth, and his face shone like the sun at its brightest. . ) o e
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though dead. He touched me with his right hand and said, Flass o
"Do not be afraid. | am the first and the last,
Dan 7:9 ¥ As | watched, Thrones were set up and the Ancient One 919@&@ [ESIE AN = fe SRR E A At ﬂ"ﬁ,ﬁj
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Note: [7:9] A vision of the heavenly throne of God (the Ancient One), who sits in judgment (symbolized by fire) over
the nations. Some of the details of the vision, depicting the divine majesty and omnipotence, are to be found in Ezekial
1.
Dan > As | looked up, | saw a man dressed in linen with a belt of | SZ3f 1@ : Ei?r (E E’J/ﬂfﬁm} RN
10:5-6 fine gold around his waist. °® His body was like chrysolite, @fé’,f[“}"" » Opupn £ SVRIE R S PR rﬁ’ﬁ;’ "] FL\EJ’F e
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his voice sounded like the roar of a multitude. g SpiEE i B i
Note: [10:5-6] The heavenly person of the vision is probably the angel Gabriel, as in Daniel 9:21. Chrysolite: or topaz,
a yellowish precious stone.
Eph 6:17 | *" And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the T Ey BRI E TR e ]  J Fmﬁ:jﬂ
Spirit, which is the word of God. )
Heb 4:12 | ™ Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper o= lrF TEH AL if Y RLE Ay B *Ef
than any two-edged sword, penetrating even between soul N J@.ﬂ ﬁlg;b%“ E' & G - rﬁ iﬁ&z"j il
and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to discern reflections | 5 ggﬂﬁ F A plIp B AR 4
and thoughts of the heart.
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/ INDEX.HTM
http://www.catholic.org.tw/bible/index.htm
http://www.cathlinks.org/ccc-toc.htm
http://www.christusrex.org/www1/CDHN/ccc.html
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ANSWERS:

QUESTION ONE

The futurist view is a very common view promulgated by the media and many Evangelical
Protestants and fundamentalists. It is believed that only believers studying Revelation at the end
of history will truly understand the elements of the vision John records. Current events or world
figures are seen as signs of Jesus’ second coming. Hal Lindsey, for example, has popularized
theories which see USSR as “Gog and Magog”, European common market as the 10-headed
beast, Soviet helicopters as the “locust”. (See BSP1 notes page B1/2). This view has been
specifically condemned by the Church as a heresy.

The Church’s teaching is essentially the “idealist” view, which sees Revelation in terms of the
moral struggle between good and evil, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. It reminds
us that Jesus Christ is the Lord of history; the on-going struggles that men witness, be it the
struggle of humanity in world history, or the persecutions and tribulations the Church endures, or
our own spiritual struggle, are ultimately part of this battle over which our Lord is in command.
And He will be victorious over the final unleashing of evil.

QUESTION TWO

1:13 “Son of Man” — cf Dn 7:13, to depict Jesus’ human nature; “Ankle-length robe” — Jesus is
priest (cf Ex 28:4); “Gold sash” — Jesus is king (cf Dn 10:5, 1 Mc 10:89)

1:14 “hair...as white as white wool or as snow” - borrowed from Dn 7:9, comparing Jesus to the
glory and majesty of “the Ancient One” in Daniel’s vision.

1:14b “His eyes were like a fiery flame” — Christ is portrayed as all-knowing (cf Rev 2:23, Jer
17:10).

1:15 “His feet were like polished brass” — Christ is depicted as unchangeable (cf Dn 10:6)

1:15b “His voice was like the sound of rushing water” — Christ speaks with divine authority (cf
Ez 1:24)

1:16 “held seven stars” — Symbolizing Jesus’ universal dominion.

1:16b “A sharp two-edged sword came out of his mouth” — This refers to the word of God (cf
Eph 6:17, Heb 4:12)
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