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Genesis #3: The Temptation and the Fall 

 
A Related Scripture Gen 3:1-6 

 
B The Serpent 

 
• The truth about the Serpent. 
 
• He is “the Father of Lies”: You will never die!” 
 
• What are angels? 

- How are they different from people? 
- There are different types with different responsibilities 
- The story behind the story of the Fall: God betrays by 

angels. 
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C The Woman 
 
• The woman who will face the Serpent in Scripture 
 
• St. Justin: Jesus must be born of the Virgin Mary so that the sin of 

disobedience that comes from the Serpent will be eradicated in 
the same way. 

 
• “The deadlock of Eve’s disobedience will be unraveled by Mary’s 

obedience.  The restraints of Eve that come from her lack of faith 
will be unraveled by Mary’s faith. 

 
• Adam and Eve are the parents of the human family; the new 

Adam and Eve are the parents of the new human family. 
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D Adam 
 
• Was Adam present when the Serpent tempted Eve?  Why didn’t 

he guard the Garden and protect Eve? 
 
• What should Adam have done in this situation? 
 
• The Serpent’s attack on Eve symbolizes Satan’s attack on 

motherhood.  He uses the same tactics in today’s world, too. 
 
• The first sin of humanity is their resistance against God and their 

faithlessness.  People love themselves more than God because 
of sin. 

 
How does Adam’s sin become the sin of all his descendants? 
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E The Temptation 
 
• The Serpent encourages human beings to detach themselves 

from God’s dominion and seek for independence and freedom.  
They fail to rely on God to distinguish good from evil.  However, 
“the fulfillment of man’s freedom lies in his acceptance of God’s 
law”.  St. Augustine reaffirms this:  “Slaves are free in the house 
of God”. 

• Why would God allow Serpent to enter and destroy the harmony 
and holiness of the Garden of Eden, and leads humanity into 
sin? 
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HA = Hearts Aflame Scripture Study 
SH = S. Hahn CD Series: Genesis 1-11 
NJBC = New Jerome Biblical Commentary 
FATHER = A Father Who Keeps His Promises 
CCC = Catechism of the Catholic Church 
NAB = New American Bible 
HO = Special Handout 
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