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Special Notes

1.

“Even early traditions portray God as dwelling ‘in the womb’ of Israel — in the Ark of the
Covenant. This dwelling ‘in the womb’ of Israel now becomes quite literally real in the
Virgin of Nazareth. Mary herself thus becomes the true Ark of the Covenant in Israel...God
in the flesh of a human being, which flesh now becomes his dwelling place in the midst of
creation.

Mary is identified with daughter Zion, with the bridal people of God. Everything said about
the ecclesia in the Bible is true of her, and vice versa: the Church learns concretely what she
is and is meant to be by looking at Mary.” (J. Ratzinger, Hail, “Full of Grace — Elements of
Marian Piety According to the Bible” in Mary, the Church at the Source, 65-66.)

Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement was (and still is) the holiest day of the Jewish liturgical
year, the day when atonement was made for the sins of the priests and the people and for any
inadvertent defilement of the altar or tabernacle (Lev 16:33). On this day all Israel fasted in
repentance for sin and gathered in solemn assembly.

[2 goats and cast lots — scapegoat.] According to the Talmud, the priests had a custom of
tying a scarlet cord to the scapegoat, and every year the cord was reported to have turned
white as the goat was led away from the city, a miraculous sign that God had accepted the
sacrifice (see Isa 1:18). The Talmud records that for the last forty years before the destruction
of the temple in AD 70, the cord failed to change color, causing great consternation.
Moreover, during the same period, inexplicably the western light of the menorah kept going
out and the doors of the temple kept opening of their own accord (CCSS 168).
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