
2007-08 BSP 3 
SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 

 
(A) “The ‘woman’, as mother and first teacher of the human being (education being the 

spiritual dimension of parenthood), has a specific precedence over the man. Although 
motherhood, especially in the bio-physical sense, depends upon the man, it places an 
essential ‘mark’ on the whole personal growth process of new 
children…[M]otherhood in its personal-ethical sense expresses a very important 
creativity on the part of the woman, upon whom the very humanity of the new human 
being mainly depends.” (JPII, Mulieris Dignitatem, 19, in reflecting on the “Proto-
evangelium” in Genesis.) 

 
(B) CCC 397 – 398 
 

397 Man, tempted by the devil, let his trust in his Creator die in his heart and, abusing his 
freedom, disobeyed God's command. This is what man's first sin consisted of. All 
subsequent sin would be disobedience toward God and lack of trust in his goodness. 
 
398 In that sin man preferred himself to God and by that very act scorned him. He chose 
himself over and against God, against the requirements of his creaturely status and therefore 
against his own good. Constituted in a state of holiness, man was destined to be fully 
"divinized" by God in glory. Seduced by the devil, he wanted to "be like God", but "without 
God, before God, and not in accordance with God". 
 
A conflict between two loves: love of God to the point of disregarding self, and the 
love of self to the point of disregarding God. (Cf. St Augustine, De Civitate Dei, XIV, 
28; CSEL 40, II, 56-57.) 
 

(C) CCC 404 
 

404 How did the sin of Adam become the sin of all his descendants? The whole human race 
is in Adam "as one body of one man".By this "unity of the human race" all men are implicated 
in Adam's sin, as all are implicated in Christ's justice. Still, the transmission of original sin is a 
mystery that we cannot fully understand. But we do know by Revelation that Adam had 
received original holiness and justice not for himself alone, but for all human nature. By 
yielding to the tempter, Adam and Eve committed a personal sin, but this sin affected the 
human nature that they would then transmit in a fallen state. It is a sin which will be 
transmitted by propagation to all mankind, that is, by the transmission of a human nature 
deprived of original holiness and justice. And that is why original sin is called "sin" only in an 
analogical sense: it is a sin "contracted" and not "committed" - a state and not an act. 

 
(D) CCC 311 
 

311 Angels and men, as intelligent and free creatures, have to journey toward their ultimate 
destinies by their free choice and preferential love. They can therefore go astray. Indeed, 
they have sinned. Thus has moral evil, incommensurably more harmful than physical evil, 
entered the world. God is in no way, directly or indirectly, the cause of moral evil. He permits 
it, however, because he respects the freedom of his creatures and, mysteriously, knows how 
to derive good from it 
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