2018-19 BSP#8 Group Time Discussion

[The word of God] stands as the support and energy of the Church...the food of the soul,
a pure and perennial fountain of spiritual life. [ A 7% 5] 2 EH) % L) 7 - 5
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1. Read 3:11-12a and Acts 3:19-20. The notion of “hastening” this day’s coming is

unusual. The day of God will come when God so wills, and not according to our
efforts or calculation. What does Peter mean by “hastening” the day of God? Choose
the best answer from below and explain your choice: (a) Do more good works. Jesus
returns only when enough good works have been performed. (b) Repent, pray and

live a holy life. Our repentance, prayers and manner of life allow us to participate in
God’s purpose to hasten the day of his return. (c) Evangelize. Jesus returns only when
enough people have been baptized as Christians.

(Hint: the underlined statement is key; the answer is related to the suggested readings.)
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Read 3:16. Peter and Paul have disagreed before (see Gal 2:11-13). Is Peter’s
comment in 3:16 a disapproval of Paul’s letters? Explain why it is or isn’t. (Hint: read
Gal 5:13).
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Read 3:8-10. Some Christians today have so adopted the spirit of judgment that they
have no room for the patience of God that seeks repentance. They are like Jonah who
relished the imminent judgment about to fall on Nineveh and was actually
disappointed when the people repented! What would you say to such Christians?
What would you do to avoid making yourself one of them?
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